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Module  3:  Trails  to  Adventure 
Section  3:  The  Novel 

In  Section  3 students  explore  the  novel  as  a form  of  storytelling.  While  students  are  required  to  do  certain 
exercises  for  their  novel  study,  the  main  goal  is  to  promote  the  enjoyment  of  reading  novels. 

• Your  student  should  have  selected  and  obtained  one  of  the  four  novels  that  were  described  in  Module  1. 
Students  are  free  to  read  all  four  novels,  but  they  are  asked  to  read  only  one  for  this  module. 

• Lesson  1 begins  with  a discussion  of  what  a novel  is  and  strategies  for  reading  a novel. 

• Lesson  2 guides  students  through  reading  and  responding  to  the  novel  they  have  selected. 

• It  is  suggested  that  students  divide  their  chosen  novel  into  three  sections  of  approximately  equal  length. 
Help  your  student  to  set  reasonable  times  for  reading  each  part  and  completing  the  questions  in  the 
appropriate  lesson.  If  you  or  someone  else  can  read  the  novel  as  well,  your  student  will  benefit  from 
having  a reading  partner  to  share  his  or  her  reading  experience  with. 

• If  your  student  has  difficulty  reading,  you  can  help  by  listening  as  he  or  she  reads  aloud.  A reading 
partner  can  also  read  aloud  with  the  student  (paired  reading).  You  can  even  read  parts  of  the  novel  to 
the  student.  If  you  are  familiar  with  the  novel,  you  can  help  your  student  to  comprehend  it  by  discussing 
the  characters,  conflicts,  plot  developments,  and  ideas  presented  by  the  author. 

Helping  students  to  read  and  comprehend  may  be  necessary,  but  it  is  important  to  remember  that  students 
will  be  expected  to  independently  read  and  interpret  a variety  of  texts  on  the  final  test. 

• Encourage  your  student  to  keep  a pen  and  paper  handy  as  he  or  she  reads  the  novel  and  to  list  and 
briefly  describe  each  new  character  that  appears  in  the  story.  He  or  she  should  also  record  any 
comments  or  questions  and  any  words,  images,  phrases,  or  details  that  made  an  impression.  Such  notes 
will  help  your  student  in  responding  to  the  journal  entries,  lesson  questions,  and  assignments. 

• Lesson  2 has  suggestions  for  several  journal  entries.  Besides  the  usual  Final  Module  Assignment  journal 
entry,  students  will  be  asked  to  submit  a polished  journal  entry  from  Lesson  2 as  part  of  their  Section  3 
assignment. 

• The  novel  Holes  has  been  made  into  a movie.  Students  who  choose  to  read  this  novel  could  view  the 
movie  and  compare  the  two  genres.  Use  discretion  when  making  this  suggestion;  the  movie  is  rated  PG 
for  violence,  mild  language,  and  some  thematic  elements. 

Final  Module  Assignment 

For  comments  and  suggestions  for  the  Final  Module  Assignment,  see  Home  Instructor’s  Guide  and  Assignment 
Booklet  2B. 
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FAXING 

1 . Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the 
appropriate  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

It  may  be  possible  to  e-mail  your  completed  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  You 
also  may  be  required  to  e-mail  some  of  your  assignments.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  appropriate  e-mail  address. 


//■ 


''Vi. 


■ 


Module  3:  Trails  to  Adventure 


m^00^ 


t_ 


% 

m I 


V''i 


; m 


■*TLm 


<aK  i 


ilp 


is- 

|$plK 


***** 


j0^ 

Learning 

Technologies 

Branch 


Assignment  Booklet  3B 

/ dlbcria 


EDUCATION 


FOR  TEACHER’S  USE  ONLY 


Summary 


Total 

Possible 

Marks 

Your 

Mark 

Section  3 
Assignment 

49 

Final  Module 
Assignment 

23 

72 

Teacher’s  Comments 


English  Language  Arts  8 
Module  3:  Trails  to  Adventure 
Assignment  Booklet  3B 

Section  3 Assignment  and  Final  Module  Assignment 
Learning  Technologies  Branch 

Cover  Art:  Photodisc/Getty  Images 


The  Learning  Technologies  Branch  acknowledges  w ith 
appreciation  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  and 
Pembina  Hills  Regional  Division  No.  7 for  their  review 
of  this  Assignment  Booklet. 


This  document  is  intended  for 

Students 

/ 

Teachers 

/ 

Administrators 

Home  Instructors 

/ 

General  Public 

Other 

You  may  find  the  following  Internet  sites  useful: 

• Alberta  Education,  http://www.education.gov.ab.ca 

• Learning  Technologies  Branch,  http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/ltb 

• Learning  Resources  Centre,  http://www.lrc.education.gov.ab.ca 


Exploring  the  electronic  information  superhighway  can  be  educational  and  entertaining.  However,  be 
aware  that  these  computer  networks  are  not  censored.  Students  may  unintentionally  or  purposely  find 
articles  on  the  Internet  that  may  be  offensive  or  inappropriate.  As  well,  the  sources  of  information 
are  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be  accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confirm 
facts  with  a second  source. 


Copyright  © 2005,  Alberta  Education.  This  resource  is  owned  by  the  Crown  in  Right  of  Alberta,  as  represented  by  the  Minister  of 
Education,  Alberta  Education,  10155  - 102  Street,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5J  4L5.  All  rights  reserved. 

This  courseware  was  developed  by  or  for  Alberta  Education.  Third-party  content  has  been  identified  by  a © symbol  and/or  a credit  to  the 
source  and  must  be  used  as  is.  This  courseware  may  be  reproduced  in  any  form,  including  photocopying,  without  the  written  permission 
of  Alberta  Education.  Changes  can  be  made  only  to  content  owned  by  Alberta  Education.  For  more  detailed  information,  refer  to  the 
Terms  of  Use  Agreement.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  acknowledge  the  original  source  and  to  comply  with  Canadian  copyright  law.  If 
cases  are  identified  where  this  effort  has  been  unsuccessful,  please  notify  Alberta  Education  so  corrective  action  can  be  taken. 

THIS  COURSEWARK  IS  NOT  SUBJECT  TO  THE  TERMS  OF  A LICENCE  FROM  A COLLECTIVE  OR 
LICENSING  BODY,  SUCH  AS  ACCESS  COPYRIGHT. 


English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  3 


1 


Assignment  Booklet  3B 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  3B 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  8:  MODULE  3 
SECTION  3 ASSIGNMENT  AND  FINAL  MODULE  ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  72  marks  out  of  the  total  160  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  3.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in 
the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module 
Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully 
before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  assignments. 
If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  you  attach  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  3 Assignment:  The  Novel 

1.  Are  you  an  active  reader  when  you  read  a novel?  Use  the  checklist  that  follows  to 
reflect  on  the  strategies  you  use  whenever  you  are  reading  a novel. 


Reading  Strategies 

Often 

Some!  ' - 

Never 

I find  a quiet  place  to  read  where  I will  not  be  interrupted. 

I try  to  read  for  at  least  half  an  hour  at  a time  so  that  I can  concentrate. 

I vary  my  reading  speed.  I read  more  slowly  when  I need  to  understand 
the  main  ideas  and  notice  details. 

I try  to  visualize  the  characters  and  events  I read. 

I ask  questions  and  make  predictions  as  I read. 

When  I am  studying  a novel,  I keep  a pen  and  paper  handy.  I make 
notes  on  characters  and  events  so  that  I am  able  to  recall  them  easily. 

When  I do  not  understand  a passage  or  part,  I reread  it  to  increase  my 
comprehension. 

When  I come  upon  words  that  I do  not  recognize,  I try  to  use  context 
clues  to  figure  out  the  meaning.  Sometimes  I use  the  dictionary  or  ask 
for  help. 

At  the  end  of  a chapter  or  section  of  the  novel,  I pause  to  reflect  on 
what  I have  read. 

I enjoy  discussing  my  reading  with  others. 

English  Language  Arts  8:  Module  3 


2 


Assignment  Booklet  3B 


Look  at  your  responses  in  the  Reading  Strategies  chart.  Are  there  many  checkmarks  in 
the  Sometimes  and  Never  columns?  Keeping  in  mind  your  responses  in  the  chart  and 
your  own  experience  as  a reader,  suggest  two  strategies  you  could  use  to  improve  the 
way  you  read  novels.  Explain  how  these  strategies  would  help. 


Assessement  Criteria  for  Question  1 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  experience  has  been  thoughtfully  considered. 

• The  student  has  made  an  effort  to  assess  what  has  been  learned 
from  the  experience. 

• Strengths  and  weaknesses  have  been  discussed  insightfully. 

5 marks 
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2.  Use  context  clues  to  determine  the  meanings  of  the  boldfaced  words  in  the 
following  sentences.  In  the  space  provided,  write  the  number  of  the  word  or  phrase 
that  you  think  is  closest  to  the  meaning  of  the  boldfaced  word. 

a.  Lonnie  was  diffident,  and  his  lack  of  self-confidence  was  clear  to  the 

others. 

i.  unusual  ii.  unsure  iii.  troublesome  iv.  scared 

b.  He  would  have  been  surprised  to  learn  that  the  villagers  thought  him  a 

parsimonious  old  hermit.  He  thought  of  himself  as  a loner  who  was  just 
careful  with  his  money. 

i.  religious  ii.  ignorant  iii.  stingy  iv.  grouchy 

c.  Wherever  I looked,  there  would  be  our  home-team  rooters,  as 

ubiquitous  as  ants  at  a picnic  but  a lot  more  welcome. 

i.  widespread  ii.  attractive  iii.  unwelcome  iv.  noisy 

d.  The  others  are  becoming  annoyed  with  you  because  of  your  vacillation 

and  inability  to  make  a decision. 

i.  time  off  ii.  stupidity  iii.  bad  guesses  iv.  hesitation 

e.  The  suspect  was  under  surveillance.  A detective  kept  track  of  all  his 

movements  to  and  from  home. 

i.  an  umbrella  ii.  close  watch  iii.  arrest  iv.  suspicion 

When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  76 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

Use  the  novel  that  you  chose  to  read  for  this  section  to  respond  to  the  following 
questions. 

I chose  to  read  the  novel written 

by 

3.  Give  the  setting  of  the  story.  Be  as  specific  as  possible. 

a.  place: 
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b.  time: 


4.  a.  Which  character  would  you  say  is  the  most  important  in  the  story? 


b.  Describe  this  main  character’s  appearance  and  personality  in  a few  sentences. 


5.  What  is  the  central  conflict  faced  by  the  main  character  in  the  story?  What  obstacles 
or  problems  must  he  or  she  overcome? 
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6.  In  four  or  five  sentences,  briefly  outline  the  plot  of  the  story.  (Include  the  major 
events.) 


7.  What  is  the  conclusion  of  the  story?  In  other  words,  what  happens  to  the  main 
character  at  the  end? 
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8.  What  did  the  main  character  learn  from  the  experience  that  he  or  she  went 
through  in  the  story? 


9.  Was  the  main  character  a realistic  person?  Explain  why  or  why  not.  Support  your 
answer  with  evidence  from  the  story. 
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10.  Write  a friendly  letter  to  the  author  of  the  novel  you  read  and  discuss  your 

reactions  to  the  book.  While  you  are  free  to  discuss  other  matters  about  the  book, 
your  letter  should  include  the  following  points: 

• Identify  the  novel  you  read. 

• Explain  what  you  liked  or  disliked  about  the  novel. 

• Tell  the  author  how  you  felt  about  the  characters  and  their  actions. 

• Ask  a question  about  a part  of  the  story  that  confused  you. 

• Explain  why  you  were  confused. 

• Tell  the  author  how  you  felt  about  the  ending. 

Be  sure  to  follow  the  correct  form  for  a friendly  letter  as  shown  on  pages  139  to  140 
of  your  English  Language  Arts  Handbook.  Make  up  an  address  for  the  author.  Write 
your  letter  in  the  space  provided  on  the  following  pages. 

Use  the  following  checklist  to  ensure  that  you  have  remembered  to  do  everything 
you  should  for  your  letter. 


My  comments  and  questions  show  that  I understand  the  novel. 

I have  presented  my  opinions  persuasively  and  politely. 

I have  organized  my  ideas  into  paragraphs. 

I have  followed  the  format  for  a personal  letter. 

I have  proofread  my  letter  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation, 
capitalization,  grammar,  and  sentence  structure. 

Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  1 0 

Thought  and  Support 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Comments  and  questions  show  an  understanding  of  the 
novel. 

• Audience,  tone,  and  purpose  have  been  considered. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

6 marks 

Form  and  Structure 

• The  format  for  a personal  letter  has  been  followed. 

• The  ideas  flow  smoothly  and  coherently. 

2 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• The  language  used  is  correct  and  effective. 

2 marks 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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11.  In  Lesson  2 of  Section  3 you  responded  to  several  journal  entries.  Select  one  of  the 
journal  entries,  polish  it,  and  submit  it  for  assessment. 


Journal  Assessment  Criteria 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• The  writer’s  purpose  is  self-evident. 

3 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling, 
grammar,  capitalization,  and  punctuation. 

2 marks 

Journal  Entry 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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When  you  have  completed  question  11,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  86 
in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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Final  Module  Assignment 

1 . As  you  have  worked  through  Module  3,  you  have  kept  a log  of  unfamiliar  words  and 
expressions.  It  is  now  time  to  submit  your  vocabulary  log  for  assessment. 


New  Word 

Source  of  Word 

Definition 
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2.  Choose  one  of  the  journal  entries  (other  than  the  one  you  submitted  for 

question  11  on  page  10)  you  wrote  for  this  module  that  you  are  willing  to  share. 
Polish  that  journal  entry  and  write  it  in  the  space  provided,  or  follow  the  directions 
on  page  1 to  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program. 


Journal  Assessment  Criteria 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• The  writer’s  purpose  is  self-evident. 

3 marks 

Writing  Skills 

• Word  choices  and  sentence  structure  are  effective. 

• The  writing  has  been  edited  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling, 
grammar,  capitalization,  and  punctuation. 

2 marks 

Journal  Entry 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  following  page.) 
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3. 


a.  In  this  module  you  created  several  portfolio  items.  Choose  one  of  these  items 
from  your  portfolio  and  submit  it  for  assessment.  Label  your  portfolio  item  with 
the  following  information: 


• your  name  and  student  number,  if  applicable 

• module  number  and  title 

• Assignment  Booklet  3B:  Final  Module  Assignment,  question  3.  a. 


Portfolio  Assessment  Criteria 

Thought  and  Detail 

• The  item  shows  imagination  and  creativity. 

• The  work  is  thoughtfully  and  carefully  done. 

• The  work  is  appropriate  for  the  target  audience. 

6 marks 

b.  Complete  the  following  portfolio  self-assessment  chart.  Use  complete 
sentences  in  your  responses. 


Portfolio  Self-Assessment 


Why  did  you  choose  this  item  to  include  in  your  portfolio? 


Who  is  the  target  audience? 


What  skills  are  shown  in  this  work? 


What  did  you  learn  from  preparing  this  work? 
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4.  What  did  you  learn  in  this  module?  Examine  the  questions  in  the  learning  log  that 
follows;  then  look  over  the  module  and  complete  the  learning  log. 


Learning  Log 


What  things  do  I know  now — and  what  do  I know  how  to  do — that  I didn’t  know  before? 


What  areas  in  the  material  covered  in  this  module  do  I need  to  work  on? 


What  steps  can  I take  to  increase  my  knowledge  and  skills  in  the  areas  mentioned  in  the  second  box? 


When  you  have  completed  the  Final  Module  Assignment,  submit  Assignment 
Booklet  3B  for  assessment. 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  school  you  are  registered  with  may  require  you  to  submit  this  signed  form  with  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student.  If  the  student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration 
may  need  to  be  signed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling 
coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the  assignment  results.  Please  contact  your  school  and 
ask  if  this  completed  form  is  required. 


STUDENT’S  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in  the 
following  space. 


©2005 


